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	Research Participant Consent form


	THIS IS A TEMPLATE.  It can be edited to fit your needs.  Delete this row once you have adapted it to your study.  Each section title should be included in your consent form.  The text within each section has instruction that should be deleted or typed over once you have adapted this form to your specific needs.  

	Project Title
	Indicate the title of project. 

	Study Investigators
	Include the name of all investigators conducting this study

	Invitation to participate
	· Include an invitation to participate. The consent form must invite, not ask, the participant to participate in the study. Ensure there is no language that may inadvertently coerce the participant (for example, "The success of this study relies on your participation.").
· Sample text: 
· You are being invited to participate in a research study. Choosing to participate is entirely your choice. If you decide not to participate, there will be no negative impacts on you in any way. The information provided in this form tells you about what is involved in the research, what you will be asked to do, and any potential risks or benefits.
Please read this form carefully, take all the time you need, and ask any questions you may have.
· Consent is an ongoing process, remember that you are free to withdraw your consent at any time for any reason, even if nothing in the study has changed.


	Purpose of the research study
	· Explain the overall purpose of the research study, in plain language.
· Describe what the study will assess and what the researcher hopes to achieve.
· Include a description of the basic study design.
· Do not use any jargon or technical terms that the prospective participant may not understand.
· Sample text:
· The purpose of this study is to examine students satisfaction of online learning vs. in-person learning based on an online questionnaire. 


	What you will be asked to do
	· Explain, using plain language, what the participant will be asked to do (e.g., complete a survey, participate in focus groups, provide a blood sample).
· Provide a brief description of the research procedures, using enough detail for the participant to clearly understand what will be expected of them.
· Indicate whether any aspects of the research activities will be audio or video recorded.
· Include the location of the study, the expected duration of the participant's involvement, and an explanation of the responsibilities of the participant.
· Sample text:
· If you decide to participate in this research, you will be asked to attend [number of visits] at [researcher lab] located at [location]. The visit will take approximately [hours/minutes] during which you will be asked to [describe procedure].


	Who can take part and who is excluded from the study
	· Explain any characteristics the participant must have to be eligible to participate in the study.
· Any conditions (e.g., being above or below a certain age) that exclude a participant from participation must be stated.
· Mention the recruitment target/number of participants involved.
· Sample text:
· Participants must 18 years of age or older and current students ar Georgian College.  
· This study aims to recruit approximately 50 students from the department of /health, Wellness and Science


	Possible risks and benefits
	· Explain, in plain language, all reasonably foreseeable risks, discomforts or inconveniences that may occur because of participation in the research, and the likelihood that participants could experience harm.
· Explain what steps the researcher will take to minimize these risks. Provide resources in the event the participant experiences adverse affects. E.g., counselling services for emotional distress
· Make it clear that if participants feel uncomfortable, they may withdraw at any time.
· There should always be a statement indicating that risk is involved, even if it is minimal. 
· Sample text for minimal risk studies:
· The likelihood of your being harmed because of participating in this study is extremely low. The harms or discomforts are no greater than what an average person would expect to experience in everyday life.
· Indicate that participants are not waiving their legal rights in the event that they are harmed. 
· Sample text for minimal risk studies:
· By agreeing to participate in this research, you are not giving up or waiving any legal rights in the event that you are harmed during the research.
Benefits
· Explain, in plain language, any potential benefits, both to the participant and in general, that may arise from research participation.
· If there are no expected direct benefits to the participant, this should be stated. 
· Sample text for minimal risk studies:
· You may not receive any direct benefit from participating in this study. However, your participation will advance knowledge about … which may benefit …


	Privacy protections and confidentiality
	· Explain what information will be collected about participants and for what purpose.
· Specify the type of information that will be collected (e.g., will it be coded or de-identified?) and how it will be stored.
· State who will have access to the collected information.
· State whether the information will be used or shared for any other reason. If shared, include information on who it will be shared with. Specify whether the participant can opt out of sharing, and if so, explain the process (e.g., by indicating their choice on the signature page).
· Describe the efforts that will be made to protect the information, including to maintain confidentiality and to prevent the risk of participant re-identification.
Limits to confidentiality
· Explain any limits on confidentiality.
· If focus groups will be held, participants should understand that there is no guarantee that other participants will maintain full confidentiality. 
· Sample text:
· Please be aware that there are limits to confidentiality in a focus group setting. All members of the focus group will be asked to respect the privacy of other members and to keep what is said confidential. However, there is no guarantee that they will do so. Please keep this in mind when deciding what you feel comfortable sharing.
· Sample text:
· No personal information will be shared with anyone outside of the core research team [or indicate who else the information is shared with, as noted above], except in certain limited circumstances as outline.
Data or sample retention
· Explain the plans for the data after collection and analysis are complete (e.g., how long it will be retained, when and how it will be destroyed, the security of identified data or samples).
· If future use of the data beyond the current study is anticipated, this should be explained. Explain whether future use is part of the study or if participants can opt out (see suggested text on the Signature Page). 

	Reporting of results
	· Provide information regarding the publication and dissemination of research results, whether it will be shared in the classroom setting or beyond or only submitted to your professor.  
· Explain measures that will be taken to maintain confidentiality when reporting the findings of your study.
· Explain whether participants will be identified directly or indirectly. 
· Sample text:
· We will only report group results; therefore, you will not be identified in any way in our reports.
· 

	Withdrawal from the study
	· Assure the participant that their participation is completely voluntary, that they are under no obligation to participate and are free to withdraw at any time without consequence.
· Make it clear that their decision to withdraw will not influence their relationship with the researcher or their outcomes in the course in any way.
· Explain what will happen to their data if they choose to withdraw.
· Clearly state the point during or after the study at which removal of data becomes impossible.
· Explain how the participant can request removal of their information after their participation is complete, if applicable.


	Questions and contact for information or concerns regarding the study
	· Suggested text:
· If you have any questions about the study, please contact:
· [Insert Professors name, course title, Professor’s email address of 
· If you have any questions about your rights as a research participant, you may contact:
· Georgian College Research Ethics Board
Telephone: 705-722-5123
Email: REB@GeorgianCollege.ca 
· This research study was reviewed by [Professor’s name] with Authority granted by Georgian College Research Ethics Board.


	Signature (you may type your name in signature block)
		
	
	Click or tap to enter a date.
	Signature of participant
	Printed name of participant
	Date
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